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When the Germans came to town

It’s always nice to do something different
when receiving guests from our partner
towns, and this year’s visit certainly turned
out to be “different”!

Our friends from Hofheim had left
scorching temperatures behind, grateful
for some respite, and that’s what we gave
them — with cloudy skies and persistent
rain for 3 days, but then a gorgeous final
day. It was a varied, full-on programme,
much of which revolved around food and
drink, but to experience a river cruise, a
vineyard visit, Morris dancing, and
carriage-builders in the space of four days
was great fun.

After an hour inspecting the tarmac at the
Tiverton Football Club carpark waiting for
the coach back to Heathrow, we exchanged
hugs and kisses, and, as it turned out, a
mild dose of Covid shared by about 20
people across both groups. Of course, such
an occurrence was out of control of the
Planning Committee, but, pleased to say,
the organised agenda was well received,
and the Hofheimers went home delighted
—and with no long-lasting ill effects!

A long weekend in Chinon

This year’s visit took place over 4 days in
mid-September. The 3am departure and
tiring channel crossing was compensated
for by the customary excellent welcome.

The first day was marked by the planting of
a crab-apple tree, celebrating the 50t
Anniversary of the “jumelage” between
our towns. Wally Burke, in Mayoral
Regalia, and the Mayor of Chinon made the
obligatory speeches, ably translated by
Ivan Godfrey. There was plenty of time
with hosts for visits to local places of
interest, such as Chinon Fortress, the Cave
Monplaisir wine cellar and I’Abbaye de
Bois-Aubry, and to walk along the banks of
the beautiful Vienne river.

I IR At a banquet on
NS | the Sunday, the
g Mayor of Chinon
presented the
Tiverton group
with a stunning,
locally made
commemorative
metal tree, with

29 flowers, that
represent the 29 districts of Chinon.

One of the party, Irene, said, “ | was
amazed how many cases of wine were
brought back by our party! | had a lovely
time in Chinon, getting used to the lengthy
mealtimes, the number of courses of each
meal .... and with plenty of wine!” Well,
we wouldn’t dream of refusing such
hospitality!



<2 Lunch Dates for your diary «~

Following the delicious Harvest Meal in
September, prepared by our dedicated
volunteers, you will be pleased to note the
following monthly lunch dates at Halberton
Village Hall for the rest of 2023:

Oct 15t Chinese Meal
Nov 19t Mediterranean Meal
And of course,
Dec 8t Christmas Meal
at Tiverton Football Club

Don’t forget, it's only £12.50 for the
monthly 3-course meal with tea / coffee,
raffle, and a leisurely chat with friends.

BRING

YOUR

OWN

BEVERAGE!

RIOe
Membership

Members are cordially invited to renew
their annual subscription of £10 which is
now due.

Please arrange to pay John Smith,
Treasurer, as soon as possible.

If you wish to pay by Bank transfer, please
send your payment to the NatWest
Account:

Name: Tiverton Town Twinning Assoc
Acc no: 32108559

Sort code: 52-30-17

or pay up at the next Sunday Lunch!

< Round Devon «-

On a sunny Sunday in September
Uplowman Village Hall hosted a BBQ lunch
for members of Devon’s Twinning Circle.
Membership of the Circle extends across
Devon and Somerset, with 57 groups set up
in partnership with towns mainly in France,
Germany, Holland and Belgium. Though
one Somerset town is also twinned with its
namesake in the US.

70+ members attended the social event
and were warmly greeted by the offer of a
Pimms on arrival. A sumptuous BBQ was
laid on by Bampton Twinning members
with a delicious range of salads and
desserts. Any over-indulgence was
mitigated by taking part in some outdoor
games — Putting, Jenga, Horseshoe
Pitching. An indoor game involved
identifying by feel a number of dubious
items in closed bags. All good fun, really!

It was a great opportunity to chat and
exchange ideas with friends from other
groups — a total success and a tribute to the
planning and hard work of the organisers.

< TTTA AGM

This year’s Annual General Meeting takes
place on 19" October, 7.30 at the Town
Hall. You are warmly invited to attend.
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