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  Hofheim Dates Agreed  
 

We recently received confirmation that our 
good friends from Hofheim will visit us between 
3rd and 8th July. 
 

Although the exact size of the group is yet to be 
decided, the maximum number will be 35 this 
time. Details about mode of transport and 
arrival times will be sent out in due course. 
 

The year of 2025 marks the 45th anniversary of 
our partnership, so we are hoping to make it an 
extra special occasion this time. If members 
have any ideas to consider alongside our own, 
we would love to hear from you.  
 


 

The Chinon situation 
 

John Smith, the Chinon Secretary, reports on the 
current situation with our French friends  …. 
 

I have received an email from Jean Pierre 
regarding twinning with Chinon. Following his 
decision to retire from his position as the 
organiser, no-one on the Twinning Committee 
offered to take his place.  It has therefore been 
decided to dissolve the Committee. 
 

Consequently, the town of Chinon is going to 
consider the situation and attempt to find 
another solution in order that the exchanges 
between the two towns can continue. 
 

As soon as I have any further news, I will let you 
know. 
 

It goes without saying, that we are very 
concerned about our twinning future with 
Chinon and will do what we can to support the 
continuing existence of our partnership.  

High School Twin-Wheelers 
 

On Friday 15th November Tiverton High School 
decided to set up a team to cycle almost 1000 
miles in 12 hours in aid  of BBC’s Children In 
Need – but all was not as it might seem!  
 

From 8am to 8pm, twelve students took turns 
to climb aboard static exercise bikes and pedal 
away the “virtual”  miles to Chinon, then on to 
Hofheim. An admirable show of stamina, 
resolve and teamwork on the part of the young 
people. Resting team members kept the cyclists 
fed and watered, and also supplied them with 
extra padding for the uncomfortable saddles! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over coffee and biscuits, they told us about 
various fund-raising events that had already 
taken place that week (including staff sumo-
wrestling!),  and explained the thinking behind 
the cycling. Naturally, we were delighted that 
the destinations of Chinon and Hofheim were 
chosen and that we could be there to support 
the cause. 
 

Those of you who enjoyed the delicious boeuf 
bourguignon meal two days later will recall that 
the proceeds of the raffle draw were dedicated 
to the school’s Children in Need fund: £110 was 
gratefully included in the grand total of £1700 
they raised during the week. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

  
 

 

                   Joyeux Noël!     Merry Christmas!      Frohe Weihnachten! 
 

And a Happy New Year to all 
 

 

 

 

A group of Twinning 
Committee members 
was invited to witness 
the occasion – we were 
welcomed by some of 
the Year 11 student 
ambassadors who were 
taking a break from the 
physical task.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editor : Graeme Cozens : cozensg@yahoo.co.uk 

Chairman’s Chat 

 

 

 

 

 

I must pay tribute to Wally Burke who held the 

post during most of my membership. As a 

councillor, previous Mayor of Tiverton and a 

long-standing member of TTTA, his knowledge 

and experience overshadows my qualifications – 

namely ….. oh, I can’t think of any. Well, with 

your support, I shall do my best to serve the 

interests of the Association for the coming year. 

2025 promises to be an exciting year, especially 
if the weather is kinder for the German visit this 
time! Our financial situation is OK at present, 
thanks in no small measure to your support of 
the monthly Sunday lunches. Without 
continuing to top up TTTA’s purse, we would not 
be able to host and subsidise the visits which are 
the main purpose of our existence.  
 

At this point, I would like to pay tribute to 
everyone who has a part in providing the Sunday 
lunches. I regard Shirley and Dorothy as the 
main chefs but many other hands make light 
work in the kitchen. The help we have from our 
diners (setting-up, serving, clearing away, 
sweeping up) is also very much appreciated. So, 
a pat on the back for all concerned! 
 

Graeme 
 

 

Down Memory Lane     

In recognition of our 45 years’ twinning with 

Hofheim, I am putting together a Special Edition 

of the newsletter. It will feature pictures, 

anecdotes and articles from years gone by and 

will hopefully stir many happy memories.  

If you have any favourite anecdotes or photos 

you would like to contribute, please send them 

to me at the email address below…… 

ttta.org.uk 
 

Some months ago, our Webmaster, Mike 
Barlow, kindly set up TTTA’s own website which 
you can visit using the above address (though 
we’re sure some of you already have!). 
 

It’s a neat, easy-to-navigate site that aims to 

provide the general public with information 

about our partner towns. It is also a great centre 

of information for members, with separate 

sections for News, Events, Contact information, 

and a Gallery of photos to remind us of previous 

visits. Mike has done a super job creating and 

maintaining our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why wait?  Go to  ttta.org.uk  now - on your 

computer or mobile phone! 

 Sunday Lunches 2025    
 

All are at Halberton Village Hall, unless stated: 
 

Jan 19th  Burns meal 
Feb 16th  Valentine’s meal 
March 16th  St. Patrick meal 
April 27th  St George’s meal 
May 18th  Sunday lunch 
June (tba)  BBQ Cruyws Morchard 
July  no booking - German visit 
August  no booking - as usual 
Sept 14th  Harvest lunch 
Oct 18th (Sat)  Devon twin circle meeting tba 
Nov 16th  Cassoulet 
Dec (tba) Grand Christmas Meal (at TTFC) 
 

 It was with sadness that we heard that Ian 
Kimber died in mid-November while on a break 
at Woolacombe. His passing came as such a 
shock to all.  
 

Our thoughts and kind wishes go out to Jose, 
and family and friends. 

 

In this picture, John 

and Wally have been 

sampling the spa 

water at Bad 

Schwalbach. You can 

be assured it really 

wasn’t as intoxicating 

as it may appear! 

It came as a surprise to be 

nominated for the role of 

Chairman of the TTTA, and 

that surprise has turned into 

gratitude for the faith shown 

in me, and now a sense of 

honour taking on the role. 

 

 

    


