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[ | Hofheimers’ Visit .

Cast your minds back 4 months and you can’t fail
to recall an excellent visit by our German friends,
some of whom called it “the best one ever”.

We were blessed with good weather, minimal
transport problems, and great trips that
included Beer Caves, Sidmouth and Dunster
Castle. The Committee excelled itself; new hosts
and new visitors made strong friendships; and
the visiting officials offered to welcome us in
Hofheim next year.

Four students also came this year who seemed
to enjoy the experience. They joined all
activities, visited Blundells School, and treated
us to a musical interlude at the farewell meal. At
the White Horse Café in Sidmouth, one of the
students discovered that British culinary delight:

thin-sliced white processed bread and
margarine. But not sure if he ate all 12 slices he
gathered from the surrounding tables!

It did not take long for Hofheim’s organisers to
come up with suggested dates for our 2026 visit:
10t — 15" September. Making these
arrangements can be somewhat tricky as
Hofheim is also twinned with towns in France,
Poland and Italy. So, a lot to shoehorn into a
busy year. Angie Cockburn is already checking
out travel arrangements and will be in touch
with further information in due course.

J  AGM 2025

The AGM took place on October 23™ and was
attended by 14 members. Apologies came from
a further 20 - a clash with a performance of
“Beauty & the Beast” being partly to blame!

Of special note were: the Sunday lunches this
year, better than ever, with a huge vote of
thanks going to Shirley Grant and her team of
kitchen assistants; the officers of the
Committee carrying out their roles - in
particular John Smith for accounting for every
penny of the TTTA funds; Clir Neal Davey’s, the
Mayor, support for the TTTA, attending many
meetings and functions, and hosting a
Reception and Buffet during the Hofheimers’
visit. Neal and his wife, Libby, had very much
enjoyed participating in the twinning events
during the year and welcoming our visitors.

John reported that the finances are in a healthy
state, thanks to our members’ continuing
support of fundraising.

The following officers were elected:

Chair Graeme Cozens
Vice-Chair Wally Burke
Secretary Dorothy Smith
Treasurer John Smith
Membership John Smith
Chinon Secretary John Smith

Hofheim Secretary
Newsletter Editor

Angie Cockburn
Graeme Cozens

Social Secretary Jean Aplin
Press and Publicity ~ Graeme Cozens
Twin Circle Jean Aplin

Linda McGinn, Ann Luxton, Val Hind, Shirley
Grant and Lorna McGregor were also elected to
the Committee. Mike Barlow remains a co-
opted member who maintains the website.



2 Chairman’s Chat 2

First, | would like to thank members of TTTA for
their support in electing me as Chairman for a
second term. My decision to model myself on
Donald Trump clearly paid off. Watch out for
plans to paint the Town Hall white and build a
grand ballroom in the car park at the back!

On 39 September, Wilhelm Schultze was
inaugurated as the new mayor of Hofheim,
replacing Christian Vogt who had held the post
for 6 years.

| was fortunate to be
able to represent TTTA
at the event, meeting
“Willi” and confirming
his commitment to the
twinning partnership
with Tiverton.

Unfortunately, there
were no representatives
from the other twin towns in France and ltaly,
but | did spend some time with the group from
Poland. The importance of our presence at the
event was underlined when guests were
introduced to the 200+ assembly, and the
mention of Tiverton received warm applause.

Among the many
tributes and speeches
came sound advice
from the outgoing
mayor, Christian Vogt,
along with the
presentation of a |
survival kit comprising
hard hat, heavy duty
gloves, hi-viz vest and
some paracetamol,
while the Chairman of
the City Council gave Willi a six-pack of his
favourite beer!

Wishing you all a wonderful Festive Season.

Graeme

@ ttta.org.uk ;

A visit to the Twinning Association’s website is
recommended for more photos from the
Germans’ visit in July. Click on EVENTS and scroll
down to the HOFHEIM section for the link.

And here are some pics that aren’t on the site:

o BH
il Chinon il

It is sad to report that the Chinon partnership is
still at an impasse. There has been no news
about a committee reforming in spite of our
communications and efforts — a group of TTTA
members even visited Chinon in June and met
with some of our friends from the town in an
attempt to find a way forward.

The next step is for our Mayor to write to his
counterpart in Chinon in a further attempt to
revive the partnership.

@ TTTA Social Meals 2025 @

Sun Nov 16th Cassoulet (at Halberton VH)
Fri Dec 12th Grand Christmas Meal (at TTFC)

Next year’s list will be sent out in due course.
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